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Opinions in agreement 
 
Opinions in disagreement 
The second point of concern was that it might dishearten prospective students, as 
they might get an impression that architects are unduly paid. In the words of 
respondent A11, ‘ …we have this feeling that things are free, whereas, lawyers, 
dentists, doctors, opticians, these guys are really well-paid …we mustn't become 
more devalued’. To this, the researcher responded that this platform was not trying to 
devalue architects; rather, it was an attempt to bridge the gap and reinstate the lost 
trust among the public, bringing back the due respect of architects. 
. 
Other concerns pointed out by the interviewees included the risk of exploitation, 
longer duration of job execution than expected, extra time devoted by the tutor, and 
issues surrounding the competencies of students and the insurance and liability of 
institutions. One client held out that, ‘I would never have a student do work for me, 
even if it was free … because I don't know how competent they are’ (C1). An interior 
designer (O1) said, ‘I don't think that architects would want to take on students or 
emerging architects with not a lot of first-hand experience to do the jobs and projects 
that they would be looking for...’. In his opinion, students with an understanding of 
actual building construction and manufacturing processes would be preferred. And 
the objective of perceiving and learning client relationships can be better achieved at 
the initial stages of the design rather than at the construction stage. 
Overall, the idea was widely appreciated from an educational perspective; 
considering the concept of observing the architects in practice, and how they build 
relationship with their clients. O1 also remarked  that it's a good stage for the 
students to volunteer and see how  and how something is 
constructed, the fundamentals of which can be taken back to university. This entire 
engagement takes the form of a project between a tutor and a student, who can get 
client feedback after the project. However, he was strongly against any sort of 
interaction that could jeopardise the stakeholders’ interest. 
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